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NEWS

ers and pupils recognise the many recent 
improvements” at the school, which is at-
tached to the Diocese of Lichfield.

Inspectors Jane Spilsbury and Usha 
Devi described St Benedict Biscop as 
“friendly and welcoming school” with 
happy pupils who develop “friendships, 
trust and respect” through its Christian 
ethos and values.

They also said relationships between 
staff and pupils are “warm and caring” 
and pupils are respectful and tolerant of 
different faiths and ways of life.

In the early years, children were said to 
be confident, articulate and well prepared 
to start Year 1.

Curriculum plans in mathematics and 
English help teachers know what to teach 
and when, breaking down knowledge 
and skills into manageable chunks. As a 
result, most pupils “achieve well in read-
ing, writing and mathematics”, the report 
said.

While most pupils are fluent readers by 
the end of Key Stage 2, and “love to read”; 
at home and in school. The inspection re-

port also said that teachers feel well sup-
ported, and staff are proud to work at St 
Benedict Biscop.

Mrs Scott-Worthington said:”We are 
pleased that this inspection highlights 
the many strengths of St Benedict Bis-
cop, particularly the strong performance 
of children in key subjects such as maths 
and reading and the significant improve-
ments we have made since the school be-
came part of the Multi Academy Trust.

“We were delighted that inspectors 
described our children as a credit to the 
school, and that they recognise that the 
leaders we have appointed have brought 
with them many strengths.

“We are already beginning to see the 
positive impact they are having in their 
particular subjects or phases.

“While many areas were judged to be 
Good, we continue, as always, to focus on 
implementing rapid improvements.

“This includes ensuring that curricu-
lum plans in all subjects are as well de-
veloped as they are in maths, English and 
history, making better use of assessment 
information so that we can meet the needs 
of all our children effectively and ensur-
ing leadership is consistently strong.”

Staff praised for school
making positive change
Progress seen at primary put into special measures four years ago
Staff have been praised by 
Ofsted for driving forward 
rapid improvements at a pri-
mary school.

Inspectors said many positive chang-
es have been made at St Benedict Biscop 
Church of England Primary School in 
Wombourne.

The school was placed into special 
measures in 2015 but has shown sus-
tained improvement since becoming part 
of St Bartholomew’s CE Multi Academy 
Trust almost three years ago.

Following a recent inspection, the 
school was found to require improvement 
overall, but the early years provision, the 
behaviour and attitude of pupils and the 
personal development of children were all 
judged to be “Good”.

The inspectors highlighted good prac-
tice in a number of areas and reported 
that headteacher Nicola Scott-Worthing-
ton and leaders at the Multi Academy 
Trust “model high-quality leadership”, 
are “ambitious” and have “high expecta-
tions of what pupils can achieve, academi-
cally and personally”.

And they said that “staff, parents, car-

Headteacher Nicola Scott-Worthington with pupils Dylan Curley, Eefei Lim, Ellie-Mae Leach and Eliza Khalia celebrating

Author heads a 
writing workshop

Goals galore for
top hockey team

Pupils planting
tree samplings

Play for pupils
on mental health

Children have a
ball at the match

Budding young writers nurtured their 
love of literature when they took part in 
a workshop with celebrated children’s au-
thor, Christopher Edge.

The award-winning author is behind 
titles such as The Many Worlds of Albie 
Bright, The Jamie Drake Equation and 
The Infinite Lives of Maisie Day.

He was welcomed in to Highfields to 
host the interactive workshop with Year 
7 students at Highfields School in Wolver-
hampton.

Students were also given the opportu-
nity to purchase copies of his brand new 
novels and get them signed.

Before hosting the workshop, the author 
held a celebratory lunch with the winners 
of the Highfields Summer Reading Chal-
lenge. The challenge ran throughout the 
summer holiday.

A hockey team went on a scoring spree 
and netted plenty of goals to chalk up two 
tournament victories.

The girls from Stafford Grammar con-
ceded only five times across both compe-
titions as they romped to success in the 
Cheshire-based Terra Nova School con-
test, before repeating their goal rampage 
to win a Denstone College 7-a-side event.

The under-13s team got off to win-
ning ways at Jodrell Bank with a 6-0 win 
against hosts, Terra Nova, before seeing 
off Repton’s Foremarke School 3-1 and 
St Anselm’s Prep school, from Bakewell, 
6-1. Further 3-1 and 7-0 successes in a 
round-robin format earned them the title.

PE teacher Carly Slater said: “We’re 
really lucky to have three county players 
who play defence, midfield and up front.”

More than 400 tree samplings have been 
donated to a school.

Walton Priory Middle School, in Stone, 
will plant them near flower meadows to 
encourage more wildlife and to create an 
orchard. The 420 samplings are among 
60,000 sent to organisations across the 
Midlands as part of the Woodland Trust’s 
Big Climate Fightback.

The Big Climate Fightback aims to get 
more than a million people to pledge to 
plant a tree on the run up to a mass day of 
planting across the UK on November 30. 
Everyone that applied for a tree pack will 
be added to the list of pledges.

John Tucker, director of Woodland Out-
reach, at the Woodland Trust, said: “The 
Woodland Trust is pleased to be sending 
out this huge number of trees to schools 
and community groups that are eager to 
get planting and be part of the Big Cli-
mate Fightback.

“There are many reasons why schools 
and community groups choose to plant 
trees. Some of the wonderful projects this 
season include creating outdoor class-
rooms where pupils can spend time in a 
tranquil, outdoor, environment which will 
improve their education as well as their 
mental health and wellbeing.

“Others are growing natural screens 
and borders from roads to help to reduce 
pollution and improve air quality. We’re 
delighted to be helping them.”

Pupils from Winterfold School were 
treated to a unique performance.

They were entertained by members 
of the The White Socks Theatre Com-
pany who staged a production explor-
ing children’s mental health in an in-
teractive way.

The actors cleverly entertained the 
pupils at the school in Chaddesley 
Corbett whilst teaching them about 
mental health issues that might affect 
them, together with coping strategies. 

White Socks Theatre was founded 
by Jimmy Bates and Katy Rook who 
have over 15 years’ experience work-
ing within the theatre industry, in 
2015. Their aim is to inspire young 
people and create an environment in 
which they can play and use theatre to 
help educate. 

Students from Hazel Slade Primary 
Academy had the opportunity to act 
as ball boys during a recent League 
Two fixture.

They were invited play the vital role 
during Walsall Football Club’s match 
against Mansfield at the Banks’s Sta-
dium.

The day began with a training ses-
sion and chance to play a match on the 
pitch which was led by coaches from 
Walsall’s community team.

Following a briefing and practice, 
the children welcomed the teams onto 
the field and spent 90 minutes helping 
the game to run smoothly.

But teacher Paul Mobberley said it 
was a great success .

“Everyone enjoyed an excellent day 
despite it raining non stop from begin-
ning to end helping with a very closely 
contested game which Walsall lost 2 -1 
in front of a crowd of over 4000.

“They had a very close view of the 
goals, the action and everyone had at 
least one touch of the ball with some 
having considerably more.

“At the end of the game the children 
were congratulated by Walsall com-
munity director Adam Davy for their 
terrific enthusiasm and behaviour. 

“A signed Walsall ball was awarded 
to Jake Hughes for showing a terrific 
attitude and effort.”
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